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 ACTIVITIES - SPRING 2008   

WORKING RALLIES (suitable for all ages and abilities)

Daytime Rallies

Sign in by sending a completed Rally Form with a cheque for £5 made out to AVHPC to Mrs Jill Bichard, Seend House, Seend, Melksham, Wilts SN12 6NR.  Names will not be taken over the telephone.  

Enquiries only between 6.30 and 7.30pm: 01380 828677.

Forms must be in no later than four days before, times on the website two or three days before and telephone for times on the day stated in the programme between 6pm to 8pm.  This may vary slightly depending on weekends and Bank Holidays. 

Additional rally forms can be downloaded from the website – go to the Activities tab, scroll down to Daytime Rally Form, click on More Information, click on the file.

Hat tagging can be done at all rallies.

Please try to be on time for rallies and to let the organiser know if you can’t come

Evening Rallies

Will be held at West Wilts Equestrian Centre, Holt – dates in the Diary.


Times:  
Session 1. 5.00 - 6.15 pm    £7            XC surcharge £3
 

            
Session 2. 6.25 – 7.40 pm   £9
  XC surcharge £5

            
Session 3. 7.45 – 9.00 pm   £10
  XC surcharge £5


There will be a lead rein/just off ride at 5.00pm, unless the numbers are too low.
Evening rallies should be paid for on the day by cheque made out to AVHPC.

Please book in at one rally for the next with Clare Bromfield or at least three days in advance, preferably by email to thebromfields@lacock.wanadoo.co.uk, or phone 01249 730338.

If you sign in and then do not attend without giving at least 24 hours notice

 you will be asked to pay for the rally.

When the evenings get lighter some rides will be doing cross country, so make sure you bring back protectors, the correct bit and boots as we do not always know in advance which groups will be going outside. 

Area Team Qualification. To be eligible to represent your Pony Club at an Area Competition in the summer of 2008, you have to have done at least three Working Rallies since July 1 2007, at least one of which has to have been in 2008. Camp counts as one rally.
First Aid at Cross Country Rallies: It is a recent Pony Club insurance requirement that someone holding a First Aid At Work (four-day course) Certificate should be present when members are going cross country.
If any parents hold this qualification, or are qualified doctors or nurses, could you please let Clare Bromfield know as this might take the pressure off us having to provide this cover if you are already at the rally or training session with your child.

Dress Code for Rallies: members should wear Pony Club sweatshirts, polo shirts or jackets, beige jodhpurs and plain dark hat covers, suitable boots or shoes with a square heel. Half chaps should be the same colour as the boots; gloves are recommended. Hats must be checked and tagged. See Clothing & Secondhand in General Information.
SHOW JUMPING

Contact: Mrs. Clare Bromfield   Tel: 01249 730338      Email: thebromfields@lacock.wanadoo.co.uk

The Old Coaching House, Lacock, Chippenham, Wilts   SN15 2PQ

The Christmas Show Jumping was held over 2 days this year and was well supported.  As usual we were well up to time and everybody appreciated finishing a bit earlier.  A BIG thank you to all those who helped, we could not do it without you – we will have made just over £2000 for the AVHPC.
Well done to all the Avon Vale prizewinners.

Gridwork with Anne Newbery: at Lackham on Monday 18 February from 2pm.  For members jumping 2’3” and over confidently.  Cost £8 on the day.  Sign in by email if possible.  Times by email on 15th February, or phone between 6-7pm that evening.

Show jumping over a course: with Anne Newbery at WWEC on Thursday 17 April from 2pm.  For members competing confidently at 2’6” and above.  Cost £12 on the day. Sign in by email if possible.  Times by email on Monday 14 April, or telephone between 7 – 9pm that evening.

Summer Show Jumping Training will be continuing at Lackham with either Anne Newbery or Nikki Clarke.  Dates in the Diary.  £8 on the day.  Sign in preferably by email. Times by email the day before, or ring 01249 730338.

Area Show Jumping: any member who wishes to be considered for our Area Show Jumping teams (3rd August) must come to at least one of the training sessions in the summer so that we can see you in action.  First round fence heights are: Open Area: 1.10m, Intermediate Area: 1.00m, National Novice: 90cms and Juniors: 80cms.

The Eligibility Rules are rather complicated, and can be viewed on the main Pony Club website:  www.pcuk.org under Disciplines. Pony Club Show Jumping Rule Books 2008
are available from PCHQ for approx £3.00.  Why not buy your own? 

DRESSAGE
Contact: Mrs. Maggie Doel  Tel: 01249 730517 or 07774 709927   Email: maggiedoel@btconnect.com
32 Reybridge, Lacock, Chippenham, Wilts   SN15 2PF

Dressage sessions with Maggie Doel will be ongoing throughout the spring and summer.  Please sign in with Maggie.

Monday 18 February at Lackham 1pm, Juniors upwards. 

Saturday 8 March at Reybridge 2.0pm, Juniors upwards.

Friday 11 April at Reybridge 2.0pm, Junior upwards, and very useful for those doing the Dressage Competition on 20 April. 

Badminton Dressage on Thursday 17 July. We will try to send a team.  

Area Dressage will be on Saturday 19 July.  If you wish to be considered for a team, you must come to at least one training session. The Eligibility Rules for the Intermediate and National Novice can be viewed on the main Pony Club website:  www.pcuk.org  under Disciplines. Pony Club Dressage Rule Books 2008 are available for £3.
EVENTING/CROSS COUNTRY
Contact: Mrs. Clare Bromfield   Tel: 01249 730338      Email: thebromfields@lacock.wanadoo.co.uk

The Old Coaching House, Lacock, Chippenham, Wilts   SN15 2PQ

Beaufort Junior Horse Trials (formerly Chavenage): the Beaufort PC is running a junior horse trials on Friday 11 April at Shipton Moyne: 12 and under with jumps 2’6” and 14 and under with jumps at 2’9”.  You enter as an individual and branch teams are made up subsequently by the DC.  The schedule will be available on the Beaufort website.  Please let Clare Bromfield know if you are entering.  There will be a special ride at the daytime rally on 9th April at WWEC for members doing this competition so please mark on your rally form: Beaufort Junior ODE if you want to be in this ride.
Area 14 Eventing Training Days: Monday 7th April at Rosamund Green Farm, Shepton Mallet and Thursday 29 May at Downlands, Tytherington. These are excellent training days and are aimed at those competing at Pre-Novice (PC Level 4) and Novice (PC level 5). They are very popular and fill very quickly.  Cost  £50.   Ring or email Clare Bromfield and she will email you a form.

Cross Country In a School  on Thursday 10 April from 10am with Helen Cole at Stockley. Come and practise your angles, corners and skinnies before the eventing season. You need to be jumping 2’ 6’ and above. Sign in on a Rally Form with a cheque for £12; send to Clare Bromfield at the address above.  Times by email on Monday 7th  April.
Cross Country Rally Tuesday 27 May 10am at Lackham. This is round the BE Intro     (90 cms) and Pre-novice (1.00m) courses. Sign in on a Rally Form as above.            Cost £15.  Times by email on Saturday 24th May.

Area Eventing will be on 7/8 August at Aldon, Yeovil. The Eligibility Rules for Intermediate and National Novice are quite complicated so please check what level you are eligible for on the PC website www.pcuk.org  under Disciplines.  PC Eventing Rule Books 2008 are now available from HQ.  Cost £3. 
Discipline Rule Books.  All PC disciplines have their own Rule Books, which contain Eligibility Rules, tack regulations, jump heights, dressage tests, etc for that discipline. 

Cost £3.00 from PCHQ, ring 02476 698300, order online, or view them on the main PC website.  Or tell Clare Bromfield that you want one before the end of February so she can collect them at the Pony Club Conference.
POLO

Contact: Mrs. Diana Wethered        Tel: 01672 539248      Email: dianabwethered@aol.com
Westbrook Farm, Avebury Trusloe, Marlborough, Wilts   SN8 1RA

Come and try polo with the Avon Vale? The Avon Vale has traditionally had some very successful polo players and we need some more younger players to follow in their footsteps.  Polo ponies not required, for juniors ordinary all-purpose ponies are quite sufficient!.  Polo Rallies in the Diary are for everyone.  Why not have a go?  Contact Diana Wethered.. 

TETRATHLON
Contact: Mrs. Clare Smallman         Tel: 01380 812174         Email:  mark.smallman@lineone.net
The Stables, Downswood, Great Cheverell, Devizes, Wilts SN10 5TW

This is a team and individual competition comprising four phases – shooting, swimming, riding and running.  In the winter the riding is dropped and the event becomes a Triathlon.
Our teams have been competing on a regular basis over the winter at various South West events, usually very successfully.  About 10 Avon Vale members compete, two of them (Ellie Suter and Ellie Shepherd) are representing Wiltshire in the National School Cross Country running events. 

Shooting and Running Training - see dates in the Diary.
The Avon Vale PC Triathlon is on Friday 22 February at Dauntsey School. Why not have a go?  You must go to the Shooting and Running practice on Friday 8 February at Smythwyck Farm, Rowde.  Ring Clare Smallman to book in.  Helpers needed, please, at the Triathlon.
WANTED ;Do you work in an Estate Agents?? We need some Corex boards to put behind the targets for the Triathlon.

MOUNTED GAMES

Contact: Mrs Genevieve Hamilton     Tel.  01249  730858   Email:  gmhamilton@tiscali.co.uk
Ash Hill Farm, Lacock, Nr Chippenham, Wilts, SN15 2QL

There will be some FUN Mounted Games rallies throughout the summer at Lackham. These are open to all. For dates and info please ring Genevieve.

.

PONY RACING
Contact: Mrs Jennie Gregory        Tel. 01225 745775       Email: robinsonjennie@hotmail.com
Lidbrook Farm, Drewitts Mill, Box, Wiltshire

All enquiries to Jennie Gregory.
PONY CLUB TESTS 

Contact: Mrs Cindy Wimble             Tel: 01380 860041             Email: cindy@etchilhampton.com  
 

Church Farm, Etchilhampton, Devizes SN10 3JL

Please contact Cindy Wimble if you want to take D, D+, C, C+, or B tests.

All members are encouraged to take tests at the appropriate age and ability; your instructor will be able to advise you, if you are unsure if you are ready. You can download a Test Application Form from the website under Activities. 

We are hoping to hold a C and C + Test Day very soon…check website for date.

B Test Camp 14 – 16th July at RAC Centre,  Bovington. If you have passed C+ and want to take B test this year. This camp gives you B test practice with a de-brief afterwards.  Application Form from Clare Bromfield.

B Test and AH Tests:
There are Area Training days in March and April for both these tests, if you are interested please contact Clare Bromfield.

Tests Reminder: anyone wishing to take a C or C+ test who has not already filled in an application form please do so and send it to Cindy Wimble as soon as possible with an S.A.E.  Remember that you must be 11/12 years old for C test and at least 14 years old for C+.  You cannot be awarded your C or C+ certificate and felt until you have passed your Riding & Road Safety.

D test (8/9 years old) and D+ test (10 years old) are usually done at summer camps or during rallies.  Please email me on cindy@etchilhampton.com if you would like to take one of these tests.  It would be useful to know numbers in advance of the camps.

Achievement Badges

There are 22 different badges to be achieved, 12 on Horse & Pony Care and the remainder on General Knowledge, the Countryside and the Environment.  These are aimed at members 8-12 years and working towards D+ and C Tests.  The badges can be sewn onto the sleeves of PC sweatshirts (in Brownie badge style).

We will be doing some badges at Junior Camp.

RIDING AND ROAD SAFETY

Contact: Mrs. Sarah von Etzdorf       Tel: 01380 850773

Email:sarah.vonetzdorf@virgin.net
Hobbs Farm, Hawkstreet, Bromham, Wilts  SN15 2HU
Please note

Members may not be awarded their C or C+ test until they have passed either Riding & Road Safety Achievement Badge, or the Pony Club Riding & Road Safety Test, or the BHS Riding & Road Safety Test.  Courses are being run throughout the year. 

For B Test you need either the Pony Club or the BHS Riding & Road Safety Test.

If you want to go on to BHS Stage examinations you must have the BHS Test.

If you wish to take Riding and Road Safety in the Easter Holidays please note there is a classroom session on Friday 21 March, 6 – 8 pm at Hobbs Farm,Hawkstreet, Bromham, followed by a two day ridden course with the exam on 28/29 March, at Abbey Barn, Bremhill, Nr Calne. This course will only run if sufficient numbers attend.   Try and share transport if possible. Sign in with Sarah Von Etzdorf.

CAMPS 2008

Julia Betteridge has kindly offered to help run Junior Camp this year, but she needs help. Please speak to her about what you can offer to do. Setting up beforehand is made easier with enough people.  A nurse/ first -aider, a tea lady and lunches during camp are required.  Ring  Julia on 01225 768882.
Senior Camp has been extremely difficult to organize this year. We are lucky to have found some dates, and I am really sorry if you can’t come.  We need lots of offers of help to run this very popular camp. Ring Clare Bromfield 01249 730338.
WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS CAMPS WON’T RUN

SO DO NOT LEAVE IT TO SOMEONE ELSE, OFFER NOW.

orse Trials ! Tr   
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